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Annex II


Guidelines on the procedure for follow-up to concluding observations

The following guidelines supplement paragraphs 19 and 20 of the working methods of the Committee (CRPD/C/5/4).



Role of the country rapporteur and the rapporteur on follow-up
1.
The rapporteur on follow-up, supported by the country rapporteur of the concerned country, should analyse all information submitted, propose an assessment to the Committee and ask for further information, if required, from the State party. 


Criteria for identifying recommendations for follow-up

2.
The Committee will consider the following criteria in order to identify recommendations for follow-up:
(a)
Whether the recommendation can be implemented in the short, medium or long term;
(b)
Whether the issues identified in the recommendation constitute a major obstacle to persons with disabilities for the enjoyment of their human rights and would therefore constitute a major obstacle for the implementation of the Convention as a whole;
(c)
Whether the implementation of the recommendation is feasible and measurable; 

(d)
The seriousness of the issues and the feasibility for adopting implementation measures within a calendar year;
(e)
The feasibility of establishing short-term policies to overcome the selected concerns.



Number of recommendations for follow-up
3.
The number of recommendations identified for follow-up should not exceed two per country.



Assessment of follow-up replies

4.
The Committee can consider the replies provided by the State party to be: (a) satisfactory; (b) partially satisfactory; and (c) unsatisfactory. 




(a)
Satisfactory replies

In the case that the Committee considers that the reply is satisfactory, the follow-up procedure shall be discontinued and the secretariat of the Committee shall inform the Permanent Mission of the State party concerned accordingly.




(b)
Partially satisfactory replies
If the Committee considers that the reply is partially satisfactory, when the State party’s reply indicates that some measures have been adopted and the Committee considers that the State party could benefit from the technical advice of the Committee, the Committee may offer support to the State party under its capacity-building mandate (art. 37, para. 2, of the Convention). In the case that the State party accepts to avail itself of the Committee’s advisory role under its capacity-building mandate, the follow-up procedure shall be discontinued and the situation shall continue to be addressed under the capacity-building mandate. 




(c)
Unsatisfactory replies

If the Committee considers that the State party’s reply is not satisfactory, that the measures taken are insufficient or that no change has taken place at all, the Committee may indicate in a formal reply that more needs to be done to achieve implementation and may invite the Permanent Mission of the State party concerned to a private meeting with the rapporteur on follow-up, to explore ways in which the country can move ahead with implementation. 

A second follow-up meeting can be arranged; if after this second meeting no progress has been made, the Committee may discontinue its follow-up procedure. The Committee will inform the State party of the discontinuance of the proceedings, indicating that the follow-up replies were not satisfactory and that the issue will continue to be under scrutiny under the reporting procedure 



Reminders

5.
A reminder will be sent to any State party that has not provided follow-up information within the deadline.

6.
If non-cooperation persists after a reasonable period of time, the rapporteur on follow-up may decide to contact the Permanent Mission of the country concerned. 


Public nature of the follow-up procedure

7.
States parties’ replies will be posted on the Committee’s web page. 
8.
Organizations of persons with disabilities, civil society organizations, national human rights institutions and independent monitoring mechanisms can make submissions on follow-up and their contributions shall be posted on the Committee’s web page. United Nations agencies can also provide follow-up information to the Committee.


Length of follow-up submissions

9.
States parties’ as well as other stakeholders’ submissions should not exceed 3,300 words. 



Content and structure of the report on follow-up
10.
The rapporteur on follow-up will prepare a draft report which it will submit to the Committee for its consideration once a year. 

11.
The follow-up report will contain the following:

(a)
A summary of the recommendations identified for follow-up; 
(b)
A summary of the State party’s replies;
(c)
A summary of other stakeholders’ comments;
(d)
A proposal to the Committee of an assessment.
The report will be adopted by the Committee in its plenary meetings and will be posted on the Committee’s web page. A summary of the report will be included as an annex to the Committee’s biennial report to the General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council.
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